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The proposed Centre of Excellence in Digitisation and Conservation Research (CEDRE) is a part of the Slovak National Library’s (SNL)
long-term strategy in the field of research, implementation of information and communication technologies and introduction of new services.
The SNL is the oldest, largest and most significant scientific library in Slovakia. The motivations for the CEDRE are the following: a) the
existing and prospective technological infrastructure for mass digitization and mass conservation of the written heritage will be sustainable
only if SNL have the capacity and sufficient conditions for research, development and innovation; c) manual approaches and 'laboratory'
capacities for protecting the written heritage have proven inefficient. Paper documents (on the acidic paper) degrade faster than SNL is
able to save them. CEDRE project is dedicated to support the establishment of R&D and innovation capacities and comprehensive know-
how in SNL, and thus creating opportunities to optimize the digitization process and promote a better methodology of mass digitisation and
mass conservation of written heritage. The CEDRE project is constructed such that - in a cooperation with 20 partnering organisations and
thanks to the engagement of experienced researchers - it will support three major areas of research in SNL: optimisation of mass
digitisation technology; integrating processes of mass digitisation and conservation of textual materials; and optimisation of linguistic
solutions in mass digitisation and the best possible preparation of digital content for use. Moreover, the support of above research will be
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